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Potential Research Projects & Dissertation fields
SWLT are keen to encourage scientific studies on our sites. If you are interested in the following either as a volunteer or as a BSc/MSc/PhD student, please contact Biodiversity Officer Richard Smith at rsmith@swlakestrust.org.uk 
Culm Grassland Translocations

Roadford Lake has areas of Culm grassland which is a rare habitat found only in Devon and Cornwall and is of high importance ecologically. Translocations of Culm grassland took place before the reservoir was created and records are available relating to the habitat before and after translocation.

A study in to the success of the translocation process would be valuable. This project would fit in with a current SWLT biodiversity project looking at Culm grassland habitat and the Marsh Fritillary butterfly which is a UK BAP species and only found in these fragile habitats. 

A few SWLT sites host the rare butterfly Marsh Fritillary. Habitat creation and management is under way at one site (Fernworthy Reservoir, Dartmoor) and other sites are being surveyed for potential. Land management including the re-introduction of grazing is a key theme to encourage growth of the host species Devil’s bit scabious.

